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Inspection date: 18 September 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive to start their day at the nursery with enthusiasm and receive a 
warm welcome from familiar staff, many of whom have cared for their siblings over 
the years. They show a real sense of belonging and familiarisation with the routine 
as they confidently put their lunch boxes away, find their coat peg and swiftly 
engage in play. The long-standing team builds strong relationships with families, 
giving parents confidence in leaving their children in trusted hands. Children, 
including those who are new to the setting, settle quickly and build secure and 
meaningful relationships with staff and their peers. Children demonstrate that they 
feel safe and secure. 

Children are excited and eager to learn. Staff encourage children to make 
predictions, for example thinking about which of the bubble timers will finish first. 
Staff weave mathematics through activities and children's everyday play. For 
example, children learn about the different sizes of cubes as they sort them and 
use them to build a tower. This helps build children's knowledge over time. 

Staff support children to understand the nursery rules and expectations. They are 
calm and patient. As a result, children behave well and develop positive attitudes 
towards learning. Children are respectful to each other and enjoy sharing their 
ideas during play. Children take turns to spoon mud into cups, working together as 
they make cups of tea. Staff provide children with positive encouragement and 
praise, which helps children take pride in their achievements. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders provide staff with regular supervision and support for their well-being. 
This helps staff feel valued. However, not all staff have regular opportunities to 
enhance their teaching skills through professional development, to raise the 
quality of teaching to the highest standard. That said, children benefit from good 
quality teaching and interactions that positively impact the progress children 
make from their starting points. This prepares them well for their next stage in 
learning. 

n Staff recognise that some children may need extra support. They put strategies 
in place and work with parents and outside agencies to ensure children 
overcome any barriers to their learning and continue to make steady progress. 
Leaders use additional funding well to support those who need it most. For 
example, they use funding to provide extra activities to enhance children's 
physical development, which not only benefits specific children with their 
coordination, but all children. 

n Staff know their key children very well. They use the information they gather 
from observations and discussions with parents to plan activities based on 
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children's interests. For example, staff use children's love of painting to teach 
them about colour. Staff test what children already know about primary colours 
and encourage them to make predications before they mix two colours together 
to make secondary colours. However, at times, staff do not always extend 
activities fully to maximise learning for those who are ready for more challenge. 
This can limit some children's learning opportunities. 

n Children have lots of opportunities to develop their language and communication 
skills. Staff interact with children and promote regular conversation during play. 
For instance, they repeat words to extend and build on children's vocabulary as 
they introduce different shades of paint when mixing colours. During role play, 
staff encourage children to recall past experiences as they play with baby dolls. 
Staff listen carefully and ask open-ended questions as children give their babies 
'injections'. This helps children gain confidence in their language skills. 

n Staff support children's physical development well. Children enjoy being 
outdoors and regularly use local green spaces to burn off their energy. Children 
happily run and explore nature as they find different leaves to add to their 
autumn basket. Children develop their fine motor skills as they attempt to write 
their names and confidently use scissors to cut out their pictures. This prepares 
them well for their next stage in learning. 

n Children's independence is strongly supported by staff. For example, children cut 
up their own fruit during mealtimes and wash up their dishes when finished. 
Children learn to take care of their own personal needs. Staff focus on ensuring 
children are well prepared for their future transition to school. Staff maintain 
strong links with the on-site school and use the opportunity to share spaces, 
building familiarisation for those due to transition.

n Partnerships with parents are very effective. Parents are highly complementary 
of the individual care and support their children receive during their time at 
nursery. Staff hold regular parents' evenings and offer stay-and-play sessions to 
help families stay informed about their children's progress. Parents value the 
continued feedback about children's development and ideas of how they can 
continue this at home. This contributes positively to the steady progress children 
make. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:
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n enhance the curriculum to ensure all activities are precisely planned and provide 
children with the support and challenge they need to excel in their learning

n provide staff with regular opportunities to develop the quality of their teaching 
through professional development, enabling each child to reach their fullest 
potential.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 113383

Local authority West Sussex

Inspection number 10407971

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 16

Name of registered person Ladybird Montessori Nursery School Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP520737

Telephone number 07950 029 706

Date of previous inspection 22 January 2020

Information about this early years setting

Ladybird Montessori Nursery Ltd registered in 2001 and operates from the village 
hall in Bosham, West Sussex. The nursery opens from 8.30am to 3.30pm, Monday 
to Friday, during term time only. There are four members of staff and one bank 
staff, most of whom hold a relevant level 3 early years qualification. The nursery 
receives funding to provide free early education for children aged two, three and 
four years. It follows the Montessori approach to education.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kerry Bentley

Inspection activities

n The inspector took account of the views of parents who provided verbal 
feedback.

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities and assessed the 
impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke to the manager, staff and the children at appropriate times 
during the inspection.

n The inspector observed staff carry out an activity with the children and 
evaluated this with the nursery manager.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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